: - Miſa, 
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N1enoLas — 
Secretary of FLORENCE, 


Hs Teſtimony againſt the Pope, and his 
C ergy 


AL 80; 


Elis Propheſie, that all Reformations thar f halt 

have any mixture of that ſort of Met, 2? 
_ eheClergy in it, ſhall come 

to nought. 
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PUBLISHER 


Or Tranſlator of Nicholas Machiavels whole works 
out of Italian, faichtully into Engliſh , 


To the READER, 
Concerning the following Letter of Nicholas Ma- 
chiavels in Vindication of Himſelf , and the 
Aſperſions put by ſome on his 
'ritings. 


Courteous Reader, 

'T hath been uſual with moſt of thoſe who have Tran- 
ſlated this Autbor.into any Language, to ſpend much 
of their Time and Paper in Taxing his Impieties, 
and confuting his errours and falſe principles as they are 


pleaſed to call them , if upon peruſal of his Writings I 


had found bim guilty of any thing that could deceive the 
Simple, or prejudice the reſt of Mankind, I ſhould not 
have put thee tothe bazard of reading bim in thine own 
Language ; but rather have ſuffered him ſtill to ſleep in 
the obſcurity of his own, than endanger the World; but. 
being very well aſſured of the contrary, and that the Age 
will rather receive advantage than damage by this pub- 
lication, I did yet think that it was fit to ſay ſomething 
in a Preface, to vindicate our Author from thoſe $lan- 
ders which Prieſts and other byaſs*d Pens have laid up. 
on bim but ftill Tthought, that it might prove a bold 

and 


——_— 
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The Preface to the Reader. 
and preſumptuous undertaking , and might excite laugh+ 
' ter, for a perſon of my ſmall Parts and Abilities, to A+ 
pologrze for one of the greateſt Wits and profoundeſt 
 Tudgements that ever lived amongſt the Moderns ; In 
thi? perplexity, Thad the good fortune to meet with this 
| Letter of his own writing , which hath delivered me 
from thoſe ſcruples, and furniſhed me with an opportuni- 


———_ — _———— . m =» 


- ty of juſtifying this great Perſon by his own Pen. Re- 


ceive then this choice Piece with benignity, it hath ne- 
ver before been publiſhed in any Language, but lurked 
for above SO. years in the private Cabinets of his own 
Kindred , and the Deſcendants of his own admirers in 


x Florence, till in the beginning of the Pontificat of | 
Urbane the Bth. it was procured by the Jeſuits and o- | 


ther buſie bodies, and brought to Rome with an inten- 
tion to divert that wiſe Pope from his deſign of making 
one-of Nicholas Machiavels Nams and Family Car- 


 dinal, as (notwithſtanding all their oppoſition) he did, | 


' not long after. When it was gntten into that City, it 
. wanted not thoſe who had the judgement and curioſity to 


& [ 


copy it , andſo at length came to enjoy that priviledge 


which all rare pieces ( even the ſharpeſt Lybels and Paſ- 
_ qutls ) challenge in that Court , which is to be ſold to 


| Strangers, one of which being a Gentleman of this Coun-. ' 


: rey brought 7t over with him at his return from thence 


[ 


| 


in the year 1045, and having tranſlated it int» Engliſh, | 


| did communicate it to diverſe of his Friends , and by 
- means of ſome of them, it hath heen my good fortune to be 
capaile of making thee a preſent of it , and let it ſerve as 

' 'an Apology for our Author and bis Writings , if tho 


thinkeſt _ 


f | 
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The Preface to the Reader. 
thinkeft be need any. TI muſt confeſs 1 believe bis works 
require little, but rather praiſe and admiration, yet I 
wiſh I could as well juſtifle one undertaking of bis not 
long after the writing of this Letter , for we find in the 
Story of thoſe times, that in the Manth of Augult fol- _ 
lowing, in the ſame year 157. this Nicolo Machi. 
avelli ( except there were another of his name ) was com- 
mitted priſoner t0 the Bargello, amongſt thoſe who were 
taken in Arms againſt Colimo at the Caftle of Monte- 
murli,zotwithftanding all bis complements in this Let- 
ter to that Prince, and profeſſe4 obligations to him ; if 
this be ſo, we muſ} impute it to his toogreat zeal, to con- 
cur with thedefires of the univerſality at that time , in | 
reftoring the Liberty of their Countrey,which hath ſo far 
dazeFd thejudgements even of great and wiſe Men that © 
thou ſeeft many grive Authors among ſt the Ancients have 


even commended and deifyed the ingratitude and treach- 1 


ery of Brutus and Caſhus. But certainly this crime of his } 
would have been much more unpardonable, if be had live 
ed to ſee his own Propheſie fulfilled in the Perſons and 
Deſcendants of this great Coſtmo, for there was never 
any ſucceſrion of Princes fince the World began, in which 
all the Royal Virtues and Qualities neceſſary to thoſe 
who rule over Men, were more eminently perſpicuous than 
in every individual of this line ;, ſo that thoſe people have 
as little cauſe as ever any had to lament the change of ©. 


their Government ;, their great Dukes having been truly 


Fathers of their Country, and treated their Subjets 
like Children, though their power be above all limitati- 
on, aboye all fundamental Laws ; but they baving no 


Law, 


. "A 


_ The Preface to the Reader. 
Law, are'a Law to themſelves. Tcannot chuſe but in- 
{tance in ſome few of their Benefits to their people, firſt 
the makmg the River Arno Nevigabk from Piſa to 
Florence in @ year of Dearth , that fo the poor might 


' beſet on work and have Bread, and the Traffich of 


both Cities infinitely facilitated , their making at their 


ewn charge a Canal from Livorne # Piſa , heir 
| ' ereting at Piſa a famons Univerſitv; paying the Pro- 
fFeſsors who are eminent for Learning , and diſcharging 


all other incidencies out of their own Revenue , beſides 
the raifing ſtately Buildings for Schools and Libraries 
their founding a renowned Order of Knighthood, and 
keeping the Chapter in the ſame City; and ordering a 


confiderable number of Knights conſtantly to refide there, 
both which intended and performed by them, to encreaſe 


the concourſe, and reſtore the wealth to the once opulent 


Inhabitants of that place. Their new Building, fortify- 
ing and enfranchizing Livorne , that even by the a- 
boliſhing their own Cuſtoms they might enrich tbeir 
Subje&s, and make that Port (as it now is ) the Maga- 
Zine of all the Levant Trade. And laſtly , Their not 
having in 14O yea”s ever levyed any new Tax upon their 
people, excepting in the year 1642. to defend the Li- 


berties of Italy againſt the Barbarians. Theſe things 


would merit a Panegyrick if either my parts, or this 


" ſhort Advertiſement would admit it, T ſhall conclude 


then after I have birn a juſt and dutiful teſtimony to 


the merits of the Prince who now governs that State, 


in whim ( if all the Princely virtues and endowments 
ſhould be loſt ) they might be found and reſtored again 
is 


* 


OC, oe. it. —_— ——— — 
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ſufficiently known, not only to his Subjects ( the conſtant 


The Drefaceto the Reader: —& | 
10 the world: As ſome ingenious Antifis su the lift 
Age, retrieved the Art of Sculptnre by certain bas tt. 
lievos remaining on ſome Pillars and Walls a Rom 
The Prudence, Magnanimity, Charity, Liberality, and 
above all the humanity, courtefie, and affability of the 
Prince , though they exceed my expreſſions , yet they are 


objefts of his care and goodneſs ) but even to all Stran- 

gers, more particularly to our Nation, he having un- 
dertaken a tronbleſome Journey to viſit this Kingdom, 
and 10 make it witneſs and partaker of his tranſcendent 
generoſity and bounty , which he hath continued ever 


fice, as canbe teſtified by all who have had the honour 


to wait upon bim in his ownCountry,or the good fortune | 


| but to ſee him in ours. I my ſelf who bave been fo 


bappy to be admitted into his. preſence, and Lave been 

bonoured fmece in baving his Highneſs my cuſtomer for 
many choice Books to encreaſe ( not bis knowledge , for 
that is beyind weceividg any addition by Books ) but bis 
enriofity and his Library, do think my ſelf beund in Du- 
iy to take this poor opportunity of teſtifying my gratitude 
and devotion to this excelient Prince. As tothis Letter 
1 have nothing more to ſay , but that thou mayeſt ſce 
how right this Author was ſet in Principles of Religi- 
on, before be could have the information , which 
we have had fince from the Pens of moſt Learned 
and Rational Controverſiſts in thoſe points, and 
therefore than mayſt admire the ſagacity of bis 


Tudgement 


The Preface to theReadetr. 


| $a lrement. Read bim then , and ſerve GOD, 
| So Eve , and thy County , with the Knowledge he 
will reach thee. Farcwcl, PF 


———— - 
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y NICHOLAS Macm AVELS 


Letter to 


Z axons BuonpetivmonTaSs:; 


In Vindication of bimſelf and his Writings. 


SSSSHE [Uiſcourſe we had lately ( dear Zeno. 
® T 4 bio ) in the delightful Gardens of our o1d 

$ Jeccaled Fricnd Cofimo Rucellai, and the 
preſſing importunity of Gait Silviati, 
that 1 would ule fome means to wipe off rhe many 
Aſperſions caſt upon my Writings, gives you 
the preſent trouble of reading this Letter ; and 
me the pleaſure of writing it ; which laſt would 
be infinitely greater, it | were nor at this day too 


old,and too inconfiderable, and by the change of | 


our Govetnment wholly incapable of performs 
ing, either with my Brain or my Hand, any far- 


ther {ervice to my Country; for it hath eyer been | 


my opinion, that whoſoeycr goes about to make 
Men publickly aquainted with his Aftions-, or .. 

Apologize to the World for Imputations- laid 
upon him , cannot be excuſed from vanity and 


 Impertinence, except his Parts and Opportuni- 


ties be ſuch, as may enable him to be inſtrumen- 
tal for the good of others, and that he cannot ar-- 
A | chicye 


E 4 Nicholas Machiavel's Letter, | 
{ chieve that excellent cnd , without juſtifying 
himlelf from having aiy indire& and baſe ones, * 
and procuteing truſt from Men, by clearing the 
{ repute of his Juſtice and Integrity to them. Bur 
| althoughthis be far from my caſe; yet I bave 
 yeelded (you fee) to the entrcaty of Gmilio and 
| © the reſt of that Company, not only becauſe I ami 
ſufficiently-( both by the reſtraint of our Preſs, 
xnd the diſcretion at the perſon I write t5) aflured | 
that this Letter will never be made publick , but 
for that | eſteem it a duty to clear that excellent 
Society, from. the Scandal of having ſo danger- 
ous and pernicious a Perſon to be a Member of 
their Converſation; for by reaſon of my Age,and 
ſince the loſs of our Liberty , and my Sufferings 
under that Monſter of Luſt and Cruelty Alexander 
_ de Medeci, ſet oyer us. by the Divine vengeance 
fot our1ins, I can be capable of no other Pb: ſign 
or Enjoyment, than to-delighr arid be delighted 
1n the company of ſo many Choile arid Virtuous - 
Perſons, -who now aſſemble themſelves with all . 
ſecurity, under the Happy and Hopeful Reign of 
our new Prince, Cofimo ; And we may fay , that 
rhough aur Common-wea'th be not reſtored,our 
Slavery isatanend, and that he coming in by our 
own choice, may prove ( it I have as good skill 
in propheſying as I have had formetly ) Anceſtor 
| to many renowned Princes, who will govern this 
' State in great Quietneſs, and with great Clemen- 
' Cy ; ſo thatour Poſterity is ike to enjoy eaſe and 
BH Security 


? 
> 
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Secutity, though not that Greatneſs, Wealth,and 
Glory, by which our City hath for ſome years 
paſt ( eyen 1n the moſt factious and tumultuous 
times of our Demacracie ) giyen Law to 'I- 
; tal, and bridled the Ambition of Forreign Prin- 

; ces. Bur, that I may ayoid the Lequacity inci- | 
' dencto old Men, I will cometo the buſineſs. If - 
 1remember well, theexceptions that are taken 
| to theſe poor things I have publiſhed , are redu- 
clble rothree; | 
Firſt, That in all my Writings, I infinuate my great 
Aﬀe@ion to the Demacrical Government , even ſo 
much as to undervalue that of Monarchy in reſped 
of is, which laſt I do, not obſaerely in many paſſs- 
des, Teach, and as it were, Perſwade the People _ 
to throw off. ET ES 
Next, That in ſome places I Vent very great Impie- 
ties, ſlighting and velifying the Church, as Author 
of allthe miſgovernment in the World, and by ſuch 
- contempt make way for Atheiſm and profaneneſs. 
And laſtly, That in my book of the Prince, I teach 
Monarchs all the execrable Villanies that can be 
invented , and inſtruf} them how to break Faith, 
aftd to oppreſs and enſlave their Snbjeds. 


_— 


-———>— 


I ſhall anſwer ſomething toevery one of theſe; + 
and that ry obſcrye a right Method, will be- - 
gin with the firſt; = 


Coun- 


Having lived in an Age when our poor 
"0" 
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trey and Government bavye {nffered more chan- 
' ges and revolutions , than ever did perhaps be- 
tall any People in ſo ſhort a time , and having 
had till the taking of Florence, my ſhare in the 
managing of Afﬀeairs, during almoſt all theſe Al- 
terations ; ſometimes in the quality of Secietary 
of our City, and ſometimes employed in Em- 
baſſages abroad ; I ſet my {eif to read' the Hiſto- 


gen - . 
EA eng... - 


| Ty of Ancient and Modern times , that I might 


by that means find out whether there had not 
b:en inall Ages the like V iciſhitudes and Acci- | 
dents in State Aﬀairs, and to ſearch out the cau- ? 
ſes of them, and having in ſome ſort ſatisfied my © 
ſelf therein , I could not abſtain from ſcribling | 
ſomething of -the two chict kinds of Govern- | 
ment, Monarchy and Democracy , of which all 0- 
ther forms are but mixtures, and ſince neither | 
my. Parts nor Learning could arrive to follow 
the ſteps of the Ancients , by writing according | 
to Method and Art, as Plato, Ariſtotle , and ma- | 
ny others have done upon this ſubje&; I did ' 
content my {ſelf ro make ſlight obſervations up- | 
onbeth , by. giving a bare character of a Prince, 
asto the Monarchical frame, and as to the Popular | 
chuſing the pert:elt and moſt ſucceſsful of all * 
Governments of that kind upon Earth, and in | 
, my Diicourſes upon it , following the order of | 
my Author , without eyer taking upon me to | 
argue problemaricallie, much lefs to dicide | 
which of theſe two Governments is the beſt : if | 


from 
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from - my way of handling matters in my-dil- -- 
courſes upon Livy, and, from thoſe incomparable | 
Virtues 2nd great Actions we read of in that Hi- | 
foryz and from rhe Obferyations | make , men | 
will conclude ( which is , I muſt canfeſs my o- {|} 
pinion ) that the excelleneie- of thole Counſels | 
and Archievements , and the improvement | 
which Mankind., and as | may ſo ay, Humane ' ] 
Narure it {elf obtained amongſt the Romans, did |} 
proceed naturally from rheir Government, and - 
was bur a plain cfte& and conlequence of the 
perfedtivn of their Common wealth: I fay if 
Readers will thus judge , how can Tin reaſon be 
accuſed for that ? it would become thoſe wha 
oy this blame upon me to undeceive them 
whom my Papers have miſ-led, and to. fhew the | 
World to what other cauſes we may impute 
thoſe admirable cttes , thoſe Heraick qualities 
and performances , that integrity and purity of 
mannets, that ſcorning of riches and life -it1elf, 
' whenthe publick was concerned ; I they pleaſe 
to do this, they will oblidge my Readers, wha 
will owe to {uch the reQifying' their Judgements 
and not at all offend me, who have reaſone 
this matter 1mparrtially and without paflzon; nor 
have poſitively affirmed any thing. But , what 
if this part of my accuſation had been true? Why 
ſhouid I be condemned of Herefie , or indiſcre- 
tion of preferring a Common-wealth before a Mon- 
archy 2 Was I not Born, Bred, and imployed in - | 
a. 
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a City, which being ar the time I write, under 


and greatneſs , and all peter fo it? If Thad 
not yery defignedly avoided all dogmarticalnels 


||) in my obſervations ( being not willing to imi- 


tate young Scholars in their Declamarions ) I 
might eaſily have concluded from the premilles 
Tlay down, that'a Democracy founded upon good 
Orders is the beſt and moſt excellent Government, 
and this wirhout the leaſt fear of confutation.,for I 


- firmly helieve, that. there are none but Flarre- 
_ rers and Sophiſters would oppoſe me, ſuch as 
will teſt Ariftotle , and even Plato himſelf, to make 


them write for Monarchy, by milapplying ſome 


looſe paſſages in thoſe great Authors ; nay, will 


tell their Readers ,- that what is moſt like the 
Government of the World by GOD: is the beſt, 


* 


theſe Sycophants muſt give the poor Prince they 


F 


| Intend to Deifie, a better and {uperiour Nature 
to Humanity, muſt Creat a neceſlary depen- 


dance of all Creatures upon him , muſt endue 


 bim with infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, and 
even with Omniparency ir {elf. ft will be hard 


for any man to be miſ-led in this Argument by 


| Droofs wreſted from Theology , ſince whoſoever. 


reads attentively the Hiſtorical part of the Old 
Teftament , ſhall find that GOD himlſeltnever 


made but one Goyernment for Men, that this 
2 Goyern- 


which wholly depends upon his abſolute Power , 
' to make thiscompariſon, run with four teer, 


that form of Government, did owe all wealth 
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Nicholas Machiawel's Letter: 7 | 
Government was a Common wealth (wherein the 
Sanchadrim or Senate , and the Congregation of 
popular Aſſembly had their ſhare )) and that he _ 
maniteſted his high diſpleaſure when the rebelli- 
ous people would turn-it into a Monareby ; but 
that I may nor ſtricke upon the rock I profeſs 
to ſhun, I ſhall paſs to tha: which is fit indeed to 
be wip'd off, and which if it were true , , would 
not only.juſtly expole me to the hatred afhd yen- |} 

eance of GOD , and all, good men . but eyen_ |} 
{troy the defign and purpaſe. of all my Writ- 4 
ings, which. is to treat in ſome -ſort # as well as ' 
one of my ſmall parts can hope to do ) of the 
Politlcksg. And. how can any man pretend to 
write concerning Policy., who' deſtroys the tnoſt : 
eſſential part of ir, which is obedience to all Go- - 
vernments ? It will be very cafe then for Guilio 
Salviati , or: any other Member of our Society, 
to believe the Proteſtation I make, that the aty- 
mating of private Men either dire&ly ot indi- | 
rely to dilobey , .much leſs to ſhake oft, any | 
government how diſpotica ſoeyer, was never in 
my Thoughts or Writings; thoſe who are un- 
willing to give creditto this, may take the pains 
to aſlign in any of my Books, the paſſages they 
imagine to tend that way , (for I can think of 
'none my {elf ( that ſo I may give ſuch perſons 
more particular fatisfa&tion; IT muſt confefs] 
have a diſcourſe in one of my Books , to encou- 
rage the Italian Nation , to afſlume their ancient 
_ yalour, 


| 
| 
| 


Juch fotce into Italy 
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C as the ancient Romans uſed the word _) all 
Strangers from amongſt us; but that was before 
the Kings of Spain had quiet poſleſhon of the 
Kingdom of Naples, or the Emperour of the 
Dwmtchy of Milan ; fo that I could nor be interpre- 
ted to mean thar the people of thoſe two Domi- 
nious ſhould be ſtir*d up to ſhake off their Prin- 
ces , becauſe they were Forreigners, {ſince at 


that time Lodovic Sforza was in poſleſſion of the. 
- one, and K. Frederick reſtored to the other, both 


Natives of Italy ; but my. defign was to exhort our 
Countrey-men not tO ſuffer this : Province ro be 
the Scene of the Arms aud Ambition of Charles 


- the tBh. or K. Lewis his Succeſſor who when they 


had a mind to renew the old Title of the Houle 
of Anjou to the Kingdom of Naples , came with 
that not only our goods 
wete — : and our Lands waſted , but 
even the liberty of our Cities and Governments 
endangered, bur to unite and oppoſe them, and 
to keep this Province in the hands of Prinees of our 
own Nation, this my intention is fo viſible in 
che Chapter itſelf, that need but refer you to it. 


| Yet thar | may not anſwer this imputarion bare- | 
ly by denying , | ſhall aflerr in this place what 


my principles are in that which the World calls 

Rebel;on, which I believe to be not only riſing In 
Arms againſt any government we live under 
but to acknowledge that word to extend to all 


clan _ 


valout , and to expel the Barbarians 8 Tang 


| 
| 


| 
| 
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| Tumules, which have happened frequent] 
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and quiet of,any.Contitrey may be interrupted, 
and by. conſequence the L rerand Eſtates of in. 
nocent. Perſons endangered. Rebellion then ſo © 
- deſcribed, I hold to be the greateſt -crime that 
can be committed amongſt men, both againſt 
Policy, Moralicy, - and, in foro Conſeientie ; but } 
notwithſtanding all this , it is an offence which } 


will be committed whilſt the World laſts, as of- © 
ten as Princes tyrannize, and. by enflaving. and. * 
 oppreſſing their Subjes , make -Magiltracy, 
' which was intended for the benefit of Mankind, 

prove a Plague and Deſtruction to it; for let - 
the rerrour and rhe -guilt be never ſo great , it. 
1s impoſſible that Humane Nature , which con- 


fiſts of Paſſion as well as V irtue can ſupport with 
patience and ſubmiſſion the greeteft cruelty and 


, -1tjuſtice, when ever either the weakneſs of their 

Princes, the unamity of the Pcople, or any o- 
ther favourable accident, ſhall give them rea- 
ſonable hopesro mend their condyjon, and-pro- 


vide better for their own intereſt by inſarreFion.. 
So that Princes and States ought.in the Condudt 


of their Aﬀairs , not.only to confider what their 
. people are bound to ſubmit to; if they were 1n- 


{pired from- Heaven , or were all Moral Philo- 


| 3h 9 | 
Elandeſtine Conſpirecies too, by which the pcage Þ] 
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lophers; bur ro weigh likewile what is probable 


de fatto tofall out, in this corrupt-age of the 
World, and to refle& upon ;rhoſe dangerous 
y not 
only 


B 2 


with Clemency'and Moderation, : and return to 
_ "that excellent Maxim - of the Ancients :( almoſt ' 

exploded in this Age ).that the intereſt of Kings, 
-and of their People is the ſame , which truth ir 
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only- upon oppteſſion,, but even by - reaſon '© 


Malveriation, and how ſome Monurchies have 


'beenwholly -{ubverred 'and changed-into:Dem- | 
'eraties by the Tyranny:of:the Printes; a$8:we'ſec | 
"fto ſay nothing of: Rome} the powerful Cantons of 
Switzerland "brought by [that means -a. little 
before the laſt age, to a conſiderable: Common- 


wealth,” courted and ſought 'by all the- Potents fn | 
' Chriſtendom. *If Princes will ferioafly conſider 
this, I make-no queſtion bur they. will Kule 


bath been 'the whole defignof my Writings to | 

convince them of. er ee 
Tam charged:then, - in-the ſecond place, with 

Impiety, and villifying the Church, and ſo to make way 


for Atheiſm. [| do not deny but that T have: fre- 


quently 'in'my 'Wrirings laid the blame upon the 

Church of Rome, not only-for- all the miſgoyern- 
ment of Chriſtendom , bur even for the Depra. | 
vation and almoſt total Deſtru&ioniof Chriftian ; 
Religion it {elf in this Province ; Bur that/this/DiC. | 
courſe of thine doth, -or can-tend ro'reach- Men | 
impicty, or to-make way for Atheilm , I pe- 
remptorily deny : And although for proof of: my 
innocence herein , I need not but refer you | 


and all others to my Papers themſelves, as they : 
are now publiſhed C where you will find all my 


Rea- 


. Nicholas MachiavePs Letter, ** 1x] 
Reaſons drawn from Experience , aridfrequent } 
Examples cited, which'is ever my way of Argu- 
ing )) yet fince] am pur upon it, I ſhall in a tew 
lines make that matter poſſibly a little clearer ; 
-and ſhall firft make proteſtation , Thar as1 do 
undoubtedly hope, by the Merits of CHRIST), 
and by Faith in Him, to attain Eternal Salya- 
tion ; {o1 do firmly believe the Chriſtian Pro- 
feſſion to be the only true Religion now.in the 
World :. Next, Iam fully perſwaded , that all 
Divine Verities , which GOD then deſigned to 
teach the World , are- contained in the Books 
of holy Scripture, as they are now extant and 
received amongſt us. From them I underſtand 
that GOD created Man in purity and innocen- 
cie , and thatthe firſt of thar Species , by their 
frailty , loſt at once their integtity and ther Pa- 
radiſe, and intaild fin and-mifſery upon their 
Poſterity ; that Almighty GOD-co repair this 
loſs , did.out of his infinite Mercy, and with un- 
parallel'd grace and goodneſs, ſend his only be- 
gotten:Son into the World , to. teach us new © 
| truths, to be a perfe& example of virtue, good- 
' | neſs, and obedience, to reſtore.truc Religion, de- 
generated among the Fews into Superſtition, 


F 


ormality, and Hypocrifie, to 6ie for the Salva- 


E 
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\ 

| 

; 
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tion of Mankind , and in fine, to give ro us the 
'| holy Spirir, to regenerate our Hearts , ſupport 
our Faith, and lead .us into all truth. Now it- 
it ſhall appear thar as the _ of our firſt Fav 
2 | ia 1 
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did at thar time diſappoint the good intention af 
GOD, in making a pure World, and brought - 
in by chcir Jiſobedience the corruptions that are 


Y 
"* — — — i. nl ——— "- 
4 / 


that it is an undoubted trucrh, IT mean that the 
' Popes have corrupted Chriſtian Religion , we 
need but read the New Teftament (acknowledged | 
: by themſelves to be of infallible rruch)and there 
_ "we ſhall fee, thar the Faith and Religion prea- 


” nd ” 
+ 9 
% 
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now in it. So that ſince likewiſe the Biſhops. of 


- Rome, by their inſatiable ambition and avarice, 


have deſignedly.as much as in them lyes, fruſtra- 


mane Nature , and have wholly detaced , and 


ſphiled Chriſtian Religion,and made it a World- 


and good ltte,or of ſaving their Soals hereatrer.If 


1 fay, this doappear I know no reaſotr why I'tor | 
dereſting thus much., .and for giving mm 


ro-the 


ortd totake heed of their wayes, ſhoul 


be accuſed of Impiety or Atheiſm ;. or why his 
| Holineſs ſhould be ſo-inraged againſt the poor -. 
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red the Mercitul Purpoſe He had, in the happy 
Reſtauration, He intended the World by His | 
$03, and inthe renewing end reforming of Hu- ! 


1y.and a Heatheniſh thingy, and alcogether un- | 
capable, as it is praiſed amongſt them, either | 
'of direfting the waycs of irs proteflors to viriue 


Inhabiranrs of the Valleys in Savoy, © and againſt : 


the Albigeſi for calling him- Antichriſt: but tofind 


ched by Chriſt , and ſetled afterwards by his 
Apoſtles, and cultivated by their Sacred Epiſtles, 
 1s{0 difterent a thing from the Chriſtiatuty thet 
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'- Ment in Exrope; deſtroying. all the good prin- 
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1s now profeſsd and taught at Rome, that we 


ſhould be convinc'd, that if thoſe Holy Men 
ſhould be fent by GOD again into the World, 


they would take more pains to confute this Gal-, _ 
limayfry, than ever they did to preach down the. 
Tradition of the Phariſees, or the Fables and 


Idolatry of the Gemiles ; and would in probabi- 
- liry ſuffer anew - 1 a in that Ciry under 


the. Vicar of CHRIST, for the ſame Poftrine - 
which once animated the Heathen Tyrams a-. 
gainſt them. Nay , we have {omething more 
ro ay againſt theſe Sacrilegious pretenders tv. 
GODS power; for whereas all other. falſe wor- 
ſhips have been ſet up by ſome politick Legitla- 
tors, for the. fypport and preſervation of Go- 
vernment, this talſe, this ſpurious Relgion 
brought in upon - the ruines of Chriſtjanity by, 
the Popes, hath deformed rhe face of Govern- 


ciples, and Morality left us by the Heathen them- 
ſelves, and introduced in ſtead thereof, Sordid, 
Cowardly, and impolitick Notions, whereby 
they haye ſubjeted Mankind, and cvyen great 
Princes and States, to their own Empire, and 
never {uffered any Orders or Maxims to take 
Place where they have power that might make a 
Nation Wiſe , Honeſt , Great or Wealthy : 
This I have ſer down ſo plainly in thoſe paſlages 
of my Book which are complained of , thatl 
ſhall{ay nothing ar all tor the proof of it in this 
place, bur refer you thither, and come to ſpcak 


| that ſome Learned: Pen would employ it 
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# alitle more particularly of my firſt aſſertion; | 
that the Popeand his Clergy have deprvied - Chri- 
11 ſtianReligion. ' Upon this ſubje& I could infi- 
{|  nitely wiſh, new Letters begin ro revive again, 
ell, 
{ and that ſome perſon yerſ'd in the Chronoligy . 
of the Church ( as they call it ) would deduce our 
of the Eccleſtaftical Writers, the time and man- 
ner how theſe abuſescrept in; and by what Arts 
and Steps this Babel that reaches at Heaven, was 
built by theſe Sons of the Earth ; but this matter 
as unſuitable tothe breyity of a Letter , and 1n- ; 


deed more ro my ſmall Parts and Learning, I 


ſhall not _ to, being one who never hither- 
to ſtudied or wrice of Theology, further than ir 
'{ did naturally concern the Politicks ; rherefore I | 
|] .ſhall only deal by the New Teſtament as I have 

|. done formerly by Tits Livins, that.is, make ' 
obſcrvations or refe&ions upon it, and leave | 
you and Mr: Gwilio,: and the reſt of our Society 
to makethe judgement, nor citing. like Preach- 
ers, the Chapter or Verſe; becauſe the reading 
of Holy Scripture is lite uſd, and indeed hard- : 
ly permitted amongft us. - To begin at the rop, ' 
I wonld have any reaſonable man tell me, ' 
whence this unmeafureabie power, longclaim'd, ' 
and now poſſe{Fd by the Biſhop of Rome, is deriv- | 
ed, firſt of being CHRIST'S Vicar, and. by 
that ( as] may ſo ſay ) pretending ro a Monopo- 
ly of the Holy Spirit ( which was promiled and 
TS g1ven 


given tothe whole Church, thar is, to the Elett; 

or Saints) :as 1s plain by a clauſe in Sc. Peters 'Ser- 
mon, made the very ſame-time that the mira- 
culous gifts of the Spirit,.c& GOD were firſt given 
tothe Apoſtles , who ſays:to the Fews and Gen- 


tiles, Repent and be Baptized every one of you. in the. 


name of Jeſus. Ch riſt for the remiſſion of ſins, and ye 
ſhall receive the gift of the Holy.,Ghoſt , for this promiſe. 
is to you and to your Children , and to all that are afar. 
| off, even as many. as the LORD onr GOD ſhall call. 
Next, to judge infallibly of Divine Truth , and 
_ toforgive {ins as CHRIST did. Then to be the 
; Head of all Eccleſiaſtical Perſons and Caules.in 
the World; to be fo far aboye Kings and Princes, 
as to Judge, Depoſe, and Deprive them, and tq. 
have an abſolute Juriſdiion over all the affairs 
In Chriſtendom, in Ordine ad Spiritnalis ;, yetall 
| this the Canoniſts allow him, and he makes no. 
' fſcruple to aſſume, whilſt itis. plain thar 1n the 
Whole New Teſtament there isno deſcription made 
of {ach an Officer ro be at any time in the 
Church, except it be in the Prophecy of the &- 
pocalyps. or in one of St. PauP e Epiſties, where 
: heſayes, Whoit is that ſhall fit in the Temple of GOD. 
| ſewing bimſelf that he is GOD. CHRIST tells us, 
bis Kingdom is not of this World ; And, if-any will be 
the greateſt amongſt bis Diſciples , that be muſt be ſer- 
vant to the reſt; which ſhews that his-Followers were. 
to be great in Sanity and Humility, and not in 
werldly power. 1 = 
TY The 


_ The Apoſtle Pal writing to the Chriſtians of 
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thoſe times, almoſt in every Epiſtle commands 


_ ' them to be obedient to tht Higher Powers , or Magi- 


ftrates ſet over them ; and St, Peter himſelf C from 
whom this. extravagant Empire 1s pretended to © 
be deriyed ) in hisfirſt Epiſtle, bids us ſubmit 'oxr 


ſelves 10 every ordianee of mn Jor the LORDS ſake 


whether it be to the King, or, &c. and this is en- 


verid the World in thofe days, were both 
Heathens, T'yrants, and Uſurpers, and in this 
ſubmiſſion rhere is no exception or proviſo for Ec- 


| clefiaſtical immunity. The praftice as wel as pre- - 
| © ceptsoftliole Holy Men ſhews plainly” that they 


had'no intention to leave Succefſors, who ſhould 
deprive Hereditary Princes (from their right of 
Reigning for differing in'Relizgion, who without 


all donht ate by the appointment of the Apoſtle, 


and by the principlesof Chriſtianity, ro be obey- 


_ed and {ubmitted to ( in things wherein the fun- 


damental Laws of the Government give them 
ower } though they were Fews or Gentiles. Ii 
ſhould tell you by what I exts 1n Scripture the 
Popes claim the powers before mentioned , it 
would ſtir you up to laughter, and prove too 
light for {o ſerious a-matter , yet becauſe poſſibly 
you baveneyer heard {o- much of this ſubject - 
before, I ſhall inſtance in a few: They -tell you. 

therefore that the Juriſdition they pretend over - 
the Church, and the power of pardoning ſins, 
CLINE 
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comes from CHRIST 'to tr. Peter, and, from 
him to them. Thou art Peter , and upon this Rock, 

T will build my Church , I will give thee the Reyes of | © 
the Kingdom of Heaven; whatſoever thou ſhalt bind ow 


| noother proſecution or chaſtiſement, as is now 
| praQiſed. Bur ſuppoſe all cheſe Texts had been 
| as they would haye them , how does this make ' 
for the Succeſſors of St. Peter or the reſt Or how - 
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_ unlike were thoſe cenſures to thoſe now thundee- | 


ed out ( ashe cails ir ) by. the Pope 2 theſe were 


ll for edification, and not deſtruQion, to afflit 
the fleſh torthe (alvation of the Soul ,. that the. 
Apoſtolical Ordinance was pronounced for ſome 


notorious Scandal or Apoſtacy trom the Fauh, 


and firſt decreed by the Church; that is, the 
whole Congregation preſent , and then denoun- 


ced by the Paſtor, and reached only to debar 


ſuch perſons from partaking of the Communi- © 


on or fellowſhip of that Church , till Repen- 
tance ſhould re-admit him , but was followed by 


can this proyethe Biſhops of Rome to have right 
to ſuch Succeſſion 2 But I make haſte from this 
ſubject , and ſhal urge but one Text more ; 


' which is; the ſpiritual man judgeth allmen, but is | 


bimſelf judged of none , from whence is inferred by 


the Canoniſts, that ficſt, che Pope 1s the Spiritual 


man; and then that he isto be Judge ot all the 
World; and 1:{t, that he is never to be lyable to 


any judgment himſelf; whereas it is obyious to 


the meaneſt underſtanding : St. Pawl in this text 


means to diſtinguiſh berween a perſon inſpired 
-with rhe Spirit of God, and remaining one in the 
Nate of Nature, which Jatter: he ſayes.cannor 


judge. of thoſe Heayenly gifts and grac 
TT et © explains 
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| explains himſelf when he ſays , The natural man 
cannot diſcern the #bings of the Spirit , becauſe they are 
fooliſhneſs unto bim. To take my leaye of this 
matter wholly out of the way of my Studies, '[ 
ſhall beg of you Zenobio and of Guilio, and the 
reſt of our Society to read over caretully the 
New Teſtament, and then to {ce what ground there 
is for Purgatory (by which all the wealth and - 
* greatneſs hath accrew*d to theſe men.) what co- 
| lour for the Idolatrous worſhip of Saints, and 
| their Images, and particularly for ſpeaking in 
| their hymes and prayers toa piece of wood ( the 
| Croſs I mean ( Salve Lignum, &c. and then fac nes 
\ dignos beneficiorum Chriſti, as you may read in 
tnar Office, what colour, or rather what excule 
for that horrid unchriſtian , and barbarous En- 
Ow called the Inquifition, brought in by the 
ommand and Authority of the & the 1n- 
ventor of which , Peter a Dominican Fryer hav- 
ing been ſlain amongſt the Albigeff, as he well 
deſeryed, is now Cannoniz'd for a Saint, and 
ſtil'd , San Pietro Martine: In the dreadful Pri- 
ſons of this Inquiſition , many faithful and pious 
Chriſtians ( to ſay nothing of honeſt Moral 
Moors . or Mahometans) are tormented and fa- 
miſh*d, or, if they out live their ſufferings 
burat publickly to death, and that only for d # 
ering in Religion from the Pope, without having 
any crime , or the leaſt miſdemeanor proved 
oralledged againſt thera , and this is inflicted: 
| CEE Upon 
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upon'thele poor Creatures, by thoſe who profeſs 
to believe the Scripture ,. which tells Fs that 
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faith is the-gift of God, withoi: whoſe ſheciall 


9 


\ 


Illumination no man can obtain itz and there- 


fore is not in reaſon or humanity to be puniſhed 


for wanting it: And-Chriſt himſelf hath {0 clear- | . 
ly deciceq that point in-bidding -us'let rhe rares 
and the wheat grow together tillthe Harveſt ;. 


that] ſhall never make any difficulty. to call him 


Antichriſt , who ſhall-uſe the leaſt perſecurion, 
whatſoever againſt any - differing in matters of. 


faich from himſelf , whether the perſon fo dif- 


Next I beſeech you ta obſerye-in reading that 


Holy: Book / though Chriftian faſtsare doubtleſs 
 & Divine right)what ground there is for cnjoyn- 
ing fiſh to be eaten ( ar leaſt fleſh ro be abſtaingd 


from) for one third part of the year, by which 
they put the poor to - great - hardſhip, who nct 


having purſes co buy wholſome fiſh,are ſubjected 
to all the miſeries and diſeaſes incident to a bad 
. and unhealrhtul dyer, whilſt the rich, and chicfly 
_ themlelyesand their Cardinals, exceed Lucullus 
in their Luxury, of Oyſters , Turbats, tinder Crabs, 
| and Carpioni brought ſome hundreds of miles ro 
iced their glutrony, upon theſe penitential dayes 
of atſtinence from Beeff and Pork, It may bc it_- 


will lye in the way of thoſe: who oblerve this, 
ro enquire what St. Paul means when he ſays, 


That in the latter dayes ſome ſhall depart ſrom the fab, 


forbidding 


ſenting, - be Heretick , Few, Gentile, or Mahometan: 
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| forbidding to 
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| diſorder, villany , aid corruptiori we ſuffee 


from the reſt of mankind ( trom whom they - 
havea very diſtin, ' anda very oppoſite in- 
tereſt )by a humane 'Ceremeny called- by a 
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marry, and , Commanding to abſtain from | 
meats which God hath, created tobe received with {| 


 thanksgiving ; bur all theſe things, and many 


ctherabuſes brought in by theſe Perverters cf 
Chriſtianicy , will hope &re long ve enquired 
into by ſome of the Diſciples of that bold Fryer, 


| who the vety | fame 'year in which }-profeſied 


that the ſcourge of the Church was not tar off, 
began to thunder againſtrheir Indulgencies,anc 
ſince hath queſtioned'many teners long received 
and-impoled:upoh the world. -1ſhall conclade 
this difcourfe after] have ſaid a.word of tht | 


moſt Ff-11iſh of all the 'innoyations- brought in 


ty the Poper, which is- the Clergy; rheſe area 
ſort of men under pretenceof miniſtring to rhe 
eople in holy things, ſer: apart and ſ{eparat ed - 


divine name; vis Ordination, -theſe wherever 


they arc found ( with the whole body- of the 


Manks and Fryers, who are called the regular 


Clergy ) make a Band which may be called the 


Fanizaries of the Papacy; theie have been the cauſers_ 


of all the Soleeciſms' and © Immoralitics in Go- 


vernment, and of all the impieties and abomina- 
tions in Religion , andby conſ<quenceof all the _ 


under in this deteſtable Age; theſe maen by the 
Biſhop of Rome's help. haye crept wo all the 
i - Governments 
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Vice 


4yrn the offenders over -to be puniſh'd C when 
. they have given Semtence ) by the ſecular arm, 
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Governments in Chriſtendom , where there 1sany 
mixture. of Monarchy, and made themſelves a 
thirdeſtate;that is, by their temporalities (which 
are almoſt a third.part of all the Lands in Exrope 
ivenithem by the blind: zeal, or rather folly of 


the Northren, people . who. oyct ran this patr of! 
ſte 


the world ). ſtept intothe throne, and whar|. 
they cannot perform by theſe ſecular helps, and | 


by the dependancy their vaſſals haye upon them, | 


I 


they fail not to claim and to uſurp, and by the | 


o 


cegerent at Rome. They exempt themſelves, 
Far nds and Goods , from all ſecular juriſ- 
diction; that is, from all Courts of Juſtice and 
Magiſtracy, and will be Judges in their own 


wer they. pretend to. have from God. and his 


Canies., as1n matters of tithe, &-c. and not con- 


tent with this, will appoint Courts of their own ' 
to decide Soveraignty in teſtamentary matters, | 
and.many other cauſes; and take upon them:to | 
be the-.ſote puniſhers of many great Crimes, as | 
Witchcraft, Sorcery, Adultery, and all unclean. 
neſs.; to ſay nothing; of the forementioned judi- 


{o they call-the Magiſtrate, whois blindly to ex- | 
ecure their decrees under pain of Hell. fire, as if | 
Chriftian Princes and Governours were appoint- 
ed only by God to betheir Bravo's or Hang- 

men. They give proteQtion and Sanctuary.to all 

_ execrable 
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exccrable offenders, -even-to Murderers them- 
ſelves,:C whom God commanded to be indiſ- 
| penifably;punilt'd with death) they come with- 

in.their Churches, Cloyſters, or any other;place, 
which they. will pleaſe to call holy ground; and 


; power, do proceed. againſbſuch offenders, 'they 
thunder out 'their Excommunication ; that 1s, 


| cutoff from the body of Chriſt , not the Prince | 
| only, but:the whole Nation:and People;ſhutting | 


the:'Charch doors . and :.commanding divineof- 


| fices to ccaſe., and ſometimes even. authorizing 


' their Governours to a ſubmiſhon , as happened 


, 
3 
" 


the people. to.riſe up in Arms, and cobſtrain 


to this: pocr 'City in the time of our Anceſtors, | 
when for: but forbidding the ſeryant of'a poor + 
Carmelice Fryer who had yowed poverty ,, and 

ſhould have kept none) to:goarm'd, and puniſh« 
ing his diſobedience, with impriſonment , our 
whole Senate with their. Confalonier were .con- 
ſtrained to goto Avignon for abſoution , and in 
caſe of''refulal , had been. maſlacred. by the 
people. | It would a'moſt aſtoniſh a wiſe manto 
imagine how.thcſe folks ſhould acquire an Em- 
pire {o deſtruCtive to Chriſtian Religion, and'fo 
pernicious to rhe intereſts of:men, but 1t will nor 
ſeem ſo miraculous 'to them who ſhall ſerioufly 
conſider , that the Clergy hath been for more 
than theſe thouſand years upon.the catch, and a 
form'd united Corporation againſt the parir A 
' 
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ur ., and. other- glorious.cndowments; I fay, 
 Whocyer would do this , muſt make. himſelf | 
-powertul cnovgh to cxturpate this curſed and | 
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and the intereſt of Maki 
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ayoſtate. race out of the world, and+that. you | 
may-{ce this is lawful as well as neceſſary, I ſhall 
ſay but one word of their calling and original, 


whole Jewiſh Nation 4 : 
wiſe called a Kingdom of Prieſts in {ſcme places, 


Church nor. Clergy was in thoſe days ever appro- 


gether ; which is Itkewiſc t 


was performed their Ordination, which proper- 


ly: fgnifits no-miore than a decree of ſuch Af- 
| ketnbly; but” is-particularly uſed for an Elefion 
of. any- into. the Miniſtry. Ihe manner was 
iy this, {ometimes the Apoſtles themſelves 1n their 


Peri 
nent 
YOC 


in 9— 4 


rinations, and ſometiryes any other emt- 
Vember of the Church, did propoſe tothe 


or Chutches he uſually-<xplains: himlclt , To all - 
the Saints in-Chrift; {ometimes, To. all who have ob- 
| 24ined ſome faith with us; { ometimes; To all who | 
in all places call upon the Name of the Lord Jeſus, &C. 

; by- which ir. appears ,. thar neither the word - 


ſtor, 


4 


iety (upon vacancy , or other —_— of a 
ONS Pa 


| 


| _ Nicholas Machiavels Liter. 15 I. 
| and then leave this (ubjet, The word Clergy, is 
a 'tefm wholly unknown to che Scriptures; } 

otherwiſe then in this lenſe; a particular | 
People or GOD'S lot uſed often for the. | 
who are ltke- 


In the New Teſtament the word Cleros is taken | 
| for the trae Believers, who are alſo called the: 
Ek@, arid often .che Church ; which isthe; 
Aﬀenibly of the Faithful . mer together , as is.. | 
eaſily teen by reading the beginning of moſt of 
St Paul's' Epiſtles, where writing to the Church, 


| 
| 


riated ro the Paſtors or Elders of the flock;bur did - | 
ignify indifferently all che pee aſlembled to- 
| he literal conftrudti-« - 
| ofiotthe viord Ecelefia , which isan aſſembly or - | 
| mecting; in theſe Congregations or Churches | 


1: Paſtor, Elder, ar Deacon:). ſome good: Hblp | - 
|| man-rto. be Ele&ed , which - perfon it he had 
C | parts ot gifts, ſuch as the Church could eaify by | 
|} was choſen by the lifting up of hands, that is by -|- 
ſuffrage, and oftentimes. hands wete laid upory | 
| himand Prayer. made for him. Theie men ſo ſex 
|/] apartdid not pretend toany conſectationy or {as 
[| credneſs more than they had before,much leſs ro: 
{| kecorheadiſtin thing from the teſt of mankind | 
||| a8 if they had been 'metamorphos.d , but did. 
||| atrerid to perforni the feyeral FunEions of their 
| cling, as prophecying ; thar is, Preaching the 
_ Goſpe], viliting the Sick, &c. and never inter». 
{| mitted the ordinary buſineſs of their Trade or. 
{! Profeſſion, unleſs rheir Church or Congregation. 
|}; was very numerous', in which caſe they were: 
{|. maintained by alms or contribution, which was 
i | aid aſide by-every member, and collected the = 
I! firſt day ofthe week by the Deacons, this way- 
{} | ſaid to be givento the Church, and was imploy-. 


| ST | 


{[| ed by ſuffrage of the whole Colle&ive Body to 
| the poor, and toother incidencies, fo far was it 
| | from: Sacriledge in thoſe days to employ Churels 
[| goodsto Lay uſes. From theſe words:, Church, - 
| Clergy. Ordination, Paſtor , ( which laſt hath beers. 
; 


| 


{| tranſlated of late years Biſhop ) your ſee- what 


| 
J 


' | concluſions theſe men have deduced , and how: 
|.zmmenſe a ſtruture they haye raiſed; upon {9. - 
little a foundation , and how eaſily it will fall. 
' xo the ground, when God ſhall inſpire Chriſtt- 


. | anPrinces and States to redeem his truchs, and: 
"B- his 
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ing back. 


Chut- 
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poet 
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| fidence-to believe,or at leaſt profeſs themſelyes 
the only inſtruments which God hath choſen of ' | 
n_chooſe to teach and feform the world 
Ctiough they have neither Moral virtues, nor | 
__ parts equa} ro ether men for the moft 
9h )have by this pretence prevail'd ſo far-upor 
the common (ort of people , and upon fome'toe| 
| of a better quauity , that they are-- periwaded q 
; their." falyation or ternal damnation depefids 
ypon belicying or not belicying of what they 
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[28  Nitholor Muthiavels Lover. 1 
| | ay. 1 wotld not be vinderſtood, to difiwade arlff *} 
1] | from honouring the true Apoltolical Teachers, | 
when they. fhalf be re eſtabliſhed amongſt us, * 


| ; 
or from allowing themi( even of right , and not ' 
of.almis or courteſie ) fuach emoluments-as may 
enable them cheerfully ro perform the daries of 
their charge, to provide for their Children, and 
even to ufrhoſpirality as they ate commanded 
by St: Paul. | Bur rthis | will prophecy beforcT 
conclude , that if Princes ſhall perform this bu.” 
ſincſs by halves, and leave any root of this Cler« 
gy.ot Prieſicraft, as ir now is, -in the ground; 
or if that famous Reformer , fled fome' years 
ſince out of Picardy to Genrva , who is of {o great = 
renown tor learning and parts , and who pro- 
miſes us ſo perfe&t a Reformation , ſhall not in' 
tis model wholly extirpate this ſort of mien, 
then] ſay I muſt foretel, that as wdll the Magi-- 
ſtrate as this Workman, will find themſelves de-" . 
ceived in their. expe&artion ;, and that the leaſt” 
{rs of thisplant will over-run again the whole ' 
incyard of the Lord , and turn to a difluſiye 
Pavacy in every Dioceſs, perhaps in every Pa-' 
riſk: Sorhar God in his mercy inſpire themto 
ci out the core of the Ulcer, and the bay of this 
impoſture, thar itmay: never rankle: or feſter- 
any,more, nor break ont hereafter, to diffuſiye 
new corruption and ' putrifattion through” the 
body of Chrift, which'is his Holy Church, oor 
tavitigte and infe& the good order and truc po- 


licy of Goyernment, © F | 
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- I come now to the laſt branch of mpckicn | 
which is, That 1 teach Princes willany , and bow 'to 
 enflave and oppreſs thiir SubjeFr, In which accuſatis 

on |[amdealt with as poor Agnolo Canini was, whe 

as they report, being a very learned prattiſer of 
the Laws, and lett the only man of this profeſſ-: | 
on ( one Autumn ) in our City, the reſt of the: 
Advocates being fled intothe countrey tor fear: | 
of a contagious Diſeaſe which then reigned, was: 
commanded by our Judges to affiſt with his: 
counſel borh parties, and to draw Pleas as well: 
for the Defendant as the Plantift, elſe the Courts: 

of Juſtice muſt have been ſhut up. Inthe ſame 
manner my accuſers handle me, and make me: 
firſt exhort and teach Subjects tothrow off their: | 
Princes, and then to inſtrut Monarchs how to: 
enilave and oppreſs them ; but I did not expect : 
{uch ingratitude from mine own Citizens, or to: 
be ſerved as \eſer was, when he was upbraided* 
for killing-the Feyprian , by one of his own peo-.: 
ple tor whoſe ſake he had done it , whereas he. 
believed they would have underſtood by thar-' 
ation, that he was the perſon whom God :in-- 
tended to make u(t in delivering ' them from © * 
the horrid {lavery they were then under. Tf any + . 
man will read over my Book of the Prince with 
impartiality and ordinary charity, he will caſi- - 
ly perceive, that it is not my intention - therein: | 
to recommend that Government, or thoſe men: i - 
there dilcribed, to the world ; much lels to-+ 


reach... | 
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reach them ro trample upon good men, 5 , 
That is Sacred and Venerable upon earth, Laws, 


Treatiſe being borh a Satyr a PR and a 

_ true Character of- them; ſpeak | 

' great and honourable Princes, as the Kings of 

Encland France, and others; who have the ' 

*Staies and Qrders of their Kingdoms with cx- 
cell:nt Laws, and Conſtitution, to found and 

maintain their Gayernment, and who reign 


- ww 4 


- 


| 


F a v 


- 


good men; and ally 


by 
. 
_ 


Religion, Honeſty, and_what nor; if I have 


been a little too punfual in deſigning thele ' 


Monſters, and drawn them to the lite in all | 


their lineaments and colours , I hope mankind | 
will know them the better to avoid them , my 


$ 


nothing of 


"over the hearts. as well as the perſons of their - 


Yabjeds; [ treat only of thole vermin bred out 


of the corruption of our own ſmall Common. | 
wealths and Ciries,or engender d by the ll blaſts | 
that come from Rome, Olivaretto da Fermo, Borgis - 


the Bag!ioni, the Bentivoglio, and a hundred others, 
who baving had neither right nor honourable 
means to bring them to their power , uſe it 
with more .violence , rapin, and cruelty upon 
tne poor people, than thoſe other renowned 
Princes ſhew to the Boars, the Wolves, the 


Foxes , and other fayage beaſts which are the 


objcats of their chaſe and. hunting : whoſoever 
in bis Empire oyer men isty*d'to no orher rules 


than thoſe of his own will and luſt , muſt either 


be a Saint to moderate his paſſions, of clle a 


yery. | 


”— — n 


. ſhort ; for whoſoever 


gain: I "_ after this T need fay little to juſti- © 
| fo ro 


Tity being their mortal enemies, and UVgwccione 
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yery Devil incarnate; or if he be neſtherof 


thele, both his life an reign are alike to be very 

yer takes upon him ſo exe- | 
crable an employment as to rule men againſt 
the Laws of nature and of reaſon , muſt tutn 
all copſie turvy , and never flick at any thing, 
for if once he halt , hewill falt and never riſe a- 


fie my ſelf from the calumny of advifing theſe | 
Monſters to break their faith, ſince to keep it is 
to loſe their Empire, faithfulneſs and ſince- 


della Faggivols to one who upbraided him , that 
he never employed honeſt men ; anſwered , Ho- | 
neft men will cut my throat, let the King iſe boneſt men, 


meaning the King of Naples , who was cſtabliſh- 
ed in his Throne , and had right. to ir. But 
that I may have occaſion to jultifie my ſelf a- | 
o2inſt a liftle more then Iam accuſed of, I wfll 


confeſs , that in a work.where I defired to be'a : 


little more ſerious , than T was in .this Book: of 


the Prince, I did affirm, that in what way ſo- } 
ever men defended their Country , whether by | 
breaking or keeping their faith, 1t was ever well } 


detended, not meaning in a ſtrick moral ſenſe, 


or point of honour, bur explaing my (elf that 
de fafto the infamy of the breach of word, would 


quickly be. forgotten and pardoned 'by the 


world; which is verv true. Nay, what if Thad 
laid that good ſuccels in any interprizes ( = 
; els | 
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_-x6fs conſideration than piery to our Country ) 
would have cancelPd rhe bleam of ſych perfidy 
as Ceſar ( whom compare to'Cataline) ugd: to- 
: wards his fellow Citiz*ns, not only not detefited 
.þy poſt: rity, but even crown'd with renown and 
+immorral fame; inſomuch as Princes. to this 
:day )as Ihave o:{cryed. elſewhere) think it an 


 . :honourro hecompared to him, and the higheſt 
ſt .;pitch of yeyeration their flatters can arrive at 


.18.corall them þy the name of one who violated 
His faith, and. enflav'd his Country. I hope 
That in ſhewing as well theſe Tyrantsas the poor 
people wio arc forced to live under them, their 
boat. that is hy laying before the former, the 
hcliſh and precipirous cgurſes rhey muſt ule to 
maintain their yower , ting to the 


by reprele 
latter, what they muſt fuffer, I may bc inſtru- 
mental, firſt, to deter private Citizens from ar- 
tempting upon the liberties of their Country , 
or it they have done it, to make them lay down 
their ill gotten Authoriry ; and then to warn the 
reſt of the Nobility and people, frqm theſe faCti- 
ons and malignancies in their ſeveral common- 
wealths and Governments, which might give 
hope and opportunity to thoſe who are ambiti- 


i 
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ous amc.ngſt them, to aſpire to an Empire over - 


them. However ir ptove, I hope am no more 
ro be blimed for my attempt , then that excel- 
Tent Phyſician of our Nation is, who hath late- 


ly taken ſo:muchpains to compoſe. an excellent 


ao_——_r_——_———__— 


Treatiſe , of that foul Diſeaſe which. was, -not 


{ach expreſſions as are alm-»ſt able ro hauſcate 
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long fince. 5 brought trom the new: world-into- 
theie parts; wherein though he be forced co ule 


his Readers, and talk of ſuch Ulcers, -Boyles, 
Nodes, Botches, Cankers, &c. that are ſcarce fit 


tobe repeared , eſpecially when he handles: the 


cauſes of thoſe effeQs , yer he did not intend th 
reach or exhort men to ger this Diſeaſe ; much 
leſs did he bring this lamentcable infirmity. into 
the world, bur diſcrihes it- faithfully as it 1s, t& 
the end men may be derercd, and avoid the 
being infeted with jr, and may diſcern and 
cure , whenever their incontinence and folly 
ſhall procure ir them I ſhall lay no more '1n 
this matter; but to conclude all make a protes 
ſtation, that as well in this Book , as in all my 
other Writing , my only {cope and deſign is to 
promote the intereſt and | welfare of mankind; 
and the peace and quiet ofthe world, both 
which Iam ſovain as to believe , would be bets 
ter obtained and provided for , it the. principles 
I lay down were tollowed and obſerved by 
Princesand Feople, than they are liketo be by 
thoſe Maxims which are in this. Age moſt in 
vogue. For my felf I ſhall only ſay C and call 
you all ro witnels for the truth of it ) that as by: 
my Birth I am a Gentleman , and of chief Me- 
a Family which hath had many Con- 547,07. 
faloniers of Juſtice in ity, ſol haycbecn I ” 
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, aedinmany. imploymencs of great truſt , both | 


\. inour City and abroad; and at this hour I 

| am not in my Eſtate one penny the better 

| for them all, nor fknuld [| have been , atk 
 . though I had never ſuffered any lofles by the 

| fizure of my Eſtate iq the year 1531, for my 

| Earriag? It hath ever been void of fa&tion and | 


contention, I never nad any prejudice againſt 
the houſe of M:dici, but honoured the perion af | 
all thoſe-of chat Family whom | knew, and the 
| memory of {uch of them as lived before me, 
whom | acknowledge to have been excellent Pa- 
triots and Pillars of qur Ciry and Common- 
wealth. During the turbulent times af Piero, | 
and after his expulſis out of Florence, though - 
my employments were but Miniſterial, my. ad- 
| vice was askd in many;grave matters, which. [ 
| ever dclivered with impartiality and indiffe- | 
|  -ence, not eſpouſing the heady opinions of any, ' 
much leſs-their paſſions and -animoſtties; I never 

fided with any Party further than that the Du- 

ty-of my charge oblieged me to ſerve the pre- 

vailing Party , when poſle{{'d of the Govern- . 
ment of our City; this -I (peak for thoſe changes 

that.happened between the flight of the taid Piero 
 #e Medici , and the horrid Parricide committed | 
by Clement the 7th. upan his indulgent Mother, 
Joyning with his greateſt enemies, and 'uniting 

himſelf with thoſe who had uſed the moſt tranſ- 
 Enqent inlolence to his own perſon , and the 


_ 
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lugneſt | 


| _ | Redo alloudrIdins: wy | 
; higheſt violence and fury the Sun ever ſaw- to v2 | 
poor Courtiers and SubjeQts, and ſo accompaine | 
ed he might ſheath his Sword in the bowels of 
his own deſolate Country, Ar that time, and - 
during that whole Siege, I muſt confeſs I did” | 
break the confines of my Neutrality , and noe- | 
only ated as I was commanded barely, but- 
rouz'd my {elf , and ſtir'd up others hatanguing * | 
( in the Streets and places of the City } the Peo-" 
ple rodefend with the laſt drop of their Blood, 
the Walls of their Country, and the Liberty of © 
cheir Government ; taking very hazardous | 
Journeys to Ferrzcio , and then into the Mupells © 
and other parts, to bring in Succours and Pro- - 
viſions to our languiſhing City, and ating as. a | 
Souldier ( which was a new profetfion. to mae) 
at the age of above {txty , when others arc del. | 
penſed from it. For all which, Ihad (o entire a 
ſatisfaction in 'my mind and conſcience , that] } 
am perſwaded this cordial made me able to {up- ] 
port the ſufferings wþ ich befel me after our Ca- |} 
taſtrophe, and ro rejoyce in them fo far, that 
all the malice and cruelties of our enemies, could 
never draw one word from ra2 unſurable to the 
honour I thought I merired , and in ſome forc | 
enjoy, for being inſtrumental to defend (as long 
as it was poſhble ) our Altars and our Hearths. 
Bur all that I have undergone ,, hath been abun- 
dantly recompenced to me by the favour and 


courteſic) of the moſt excellent Signior Coſmo , 
| . wha 


| 
|; 
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ments the greareſt amHicion could aſpire to, 
- which [ did not retuſe our of any (cruple to ſerve 
{oincomparable a Prince, who ſee early years 
manifeſt ſo mich courage, humanity, and. 
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who hath been pleaſed to offer meall the prefer: 


Fd 


prudence, an ſo fatherly a care of the publick 
good, bnt becauſe I was very defireous not to 
accept of a charge whic | was not ableto per- 


me good for nothing but to talk of paſt times , 
the common vice of old Age: So that I did nor 


think it juſt or gratetul to reward this excellent 


perſon (o ill for-his kindnels , as to give him a 
uſeleſs Servant, and to fill up the place of a far 
betrer. This is all | think fit to ſav of this matter 
I chuſe to addreſs itto yu Zenobin, for the con- 


tant friendfhipl have ever entertained with you 
8 tormerly with your deceaſed Father,the com- 
panion of my Studies , and ornament of our 


City. And fol bid you tarcwell, 


The firſt of April, . 
= 1337- 
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form , my years and infirmities having now | 
| brought me to a condition in which I am fitter 
to live in a Cloyſter then a Palace, and made | 
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